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Leaping ahead of British
transmission, we look at
Quantum Leap's fifth
and final Season.

N 26th March 1989, Dr
Sam Beckett (Scott Bakula)
stepped into the Cuantum
Leap Accelerator and be-
gan a television adventure
which continued for almost five years.
Trapped in the past and driven by an
unknown force to change history for
the better, Sam is constantly plunged
into the lives of different individuals,
with only the hologram of Admiral Al
Calavicel (Dean Stockwell) o offer as-
sistance from his own time. It is a jour-
ney which has taken Sam through all
walks of life — and even into the life of
a chimpanzee — within the limits of his
own litetime!
In its first four years, Quantum Leap
Emvﬂrlniurisl’]ri.ng cult hit, an unusual
lend of fantasy, comedy, drama and
Science Fiction which gradually devel-
oped a loyval audience and a strong fan
movement, Upon entering its fifth sea-
son, however, the NBC television net-
work insisted that the show's creator,
Donald P Bellisanio attempied to break
rvew ground and add some sparkle into
a tried and trusted formula. Thus, both
the show's theme tune and the tone of
its stories were changed, and its ‘fules”
broken. Sadly, this attempt bo increase
Quantum Leaps profile and viewing
figures eventually cost the series both
its popularity and its very existence.

Assassination

The desire to break new ground in
season five was shown immediately by
the feature-length opener Lee Harvey
Ostvald, the first instalment to deal di-
rectly with a  major historical event.
Sam finds himself leaping back and
forth through Oswald's life between
1957 and 22 November 1963, the fateful
day on which Oswald may have — but
probably did not — assassinate US
President John F Kennedy. While Sam
and Al attempt to prevent the assassi-
nation, each leap gives Oswald greater
control over his own actions, increas-
ingly suggesting that nothing can pre-
vent history from repeating itself,

Sadly, what may originally have
seemed an excellent idea does not de-
liver. Aside from some excellent inter-
play between Sam and Al and good
use of actual footage from the period,
Lee Harpey Oswald remains ill-con-
ceived and features an almost unbe-
lievable cop-out ending which renders
Sam’s leap into Oswald pointless. The
depiction of Oswald as 3 madman-act-
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A Leap Too Far?

A Starburst feature by David Bassom
Lupl'lwal"ﬂuﬂrﬂ Sam and Al continue their edventures in tme




ing alone, meanwhile, may prove very
hard to accept after such films as JFK
which have added a great deal of
weight to conspiracy theories linking
the CIA and the military (among others)
to the assassination. Overall, Lee
Harvey Osuwstld was an exceptionally
poor start to the fifth season,

Leaping of the Shrew features Brooke
Shields, no less, as a beautiful, young,
rich woman who, as the title suggests,
must be won over by Sam as a Greek
sailer in a mildly entertaining if un-
memorable spoof of both Robinson
Crusoe and The Blue Lagoon, the
highlight of which is the mudfight be-
tween Bakula and Shields!

Moving

In Nowdere o Run Sam gets another
taste of disability when he finds him-
self in a veterans’ hospital as a marine
captain whose legs were amputated af-
ter an accident in Vietnam, Sam’s mis-
sion is to prevent the suicide of a fellow
patient paralysed from the neck down
while convincing his host's wife that
they can have a normal life together, in
an excellent epizode which includes an
incredibly moving scene in - which Al
pleads with Sam’s roommate to keep
on going — even though Al cannot be
seen or heard — and a bizarre moment
in which Sam stands up without legs!

As Leon Styles, an infamous mass-
murderer, Sam must determine his
mission before midnight when a
vengeful Sheriff will kill him. How-
ever, when Leon escapes from the Pro-
ject: Chuantum Leap Waiting Room,
Sam is stranded in the past where he is
destined to die, forcing Al to come to
the rescue and Gooshie to step in as the
holographic assistant in the outstand-
ing Kiliin® Time, a real highlight of sea-
son five, Given a substantial role for
once, Dean Stockwell is an absolute joy
in an episode which shows Quantum
Leap al its best,

Sam becomes a 79 year-obd whose
LFO sightings threaten to destroy his
family and grandson, and invoke some
sinister plans in the military in  Star
Light, Star Bright, an enjovable episode
for LI fams everywhere, the high-
lights of which include a great mirror
image of Sam playing the electric gui-
tar and an ambiguous ending which
viewers will efther love or loathe,
However, one crucial question remains
unanswered:  whatever happened to
the tape in which a drugged Sam re-
vealed his true identity and some de-
tails regarding Project: Quantum Leap
o government agenits?

In Dieliver Lls From Fwil, Sam finds
himself as Jimmy LaMotta, the re-
tarded young man from the season two
episode [immy. When history begins to

e

change for the worse without any ac-
tion from Sam, he learns of the exist-
ence of another leaper, Alia (Renee
Coleman) and her guide Zoe (Carolyn
seymour) who have their own agenda,
including the death of Sam, in a rather
uninspired and clichéd episode which
teatures an argument on the duality of
good and evil which echoes Star Trek’s
The Enerty Within and merely serves to
introduce a recurring fioe for Sam and
Al Nice special effects and a neat end-
i.I'Igr !|'||.h|..|g]=|.

Trilogy

The following three episodes formed
a Trilagy which focus on an unresolved
murder case spanning 23 vears in a
small Louisiana town. In Part I, One
Little Heart, Sam becomes the Sheriff
investigating the murder of a man

Loo Harvey Oswald Wil Sam kill JFK?

Leaping of the Shrow  Bakula and Shislds Engags in some ‘irlendly bantar

whose daughter mysteriously van-
ished a few years earlier. In both cases,
the Sheriff's daughter Abigail was the
last person to see the victim alive,
pointing the finger of suspicion at her,
Sam learns that she will die in a fire
started by the victim's vengeful wife,
and thus attempts to save her. In Part
1, For Your Love, Sam finds himself in
1966 as 21 year-old Abigail's Ranced
and very much in love with her. When
& young neighbourheod boy disap-
pears, bam must save Abigail again,
this time from a suspicicus lynch mob.
Then, in Part 1T, The Last Door, Sam
becomes an ageing lawyer called upon
to defend the 33 year-old Abigail
against the charge of the murder of
Leta Ada, the woman whose daughter
vanished some 23 years before.
Trilogy received a mixed reception
from viewers. Critics suggested that
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Al wilnesses AMvarica’s Most Temous
asSiEgEnAlEGn in Loag Hamaey Oawaid

thie samie characters and setting be-
came tiresome and tedious over three
{~|=i-"u.5|.1 while fans |hcr-r:.[-.'|.! ot gt
unlike many previous  leaps, Trifogy
boasted slow, careful and excee |.1|:'|;.._|'|
strong character development as we |
as a e story. Certainly Twin Peaks
Fars will low & it The romance belween
sam armd Abigail is beautifully dealt
wilth, and the revelation aby vt her
daughter iz a pleasant surprise, al-
though it is a shame that we donot hear
|.'-I 3"-..||11|11_l.- Iu .I:H'Ilﬂ

L
Leaping Home

Sam finds himself in the middle of a
bank robbery in his hometown, Elk
Ridge, Indiana, where he must save the
Walters Boys Irom [oreclosure and a
greedy banker who has been buying
wp all the farms in the area to build a
mall ared will eventually buy the Beck-
ett Farm in the delightful Promised
Land, the show's Christmas episode,
Directed with customary . skill by
Bakula, the episode includes confirma-
tion that Sam s brother Tom did i|1ds'-.'d
relurn trom Vietnam abter §he
Hare Part I and a wondertul l.'.'ll-\.'l.!u
siom in which Sam gives his father John
a big hug before leaping,

As a travelling salesman, Sam must
choose befween bwo wives and two
families. a choice Zigie cannot offer
any assistance with, while avoiding the
attention of a pair of bookies with
whom his host has 1|'u_'|_|rr\-e'-.'| A gEredal
debt in A Tale of Tipo Smowelies, a rather
L||1in~.,:li"u.'-.1 and forgettable episode, in
which Sam’s solution and the final
revelation are rather naave and unsat-
isfying to say the least,

Az a housewife and mothes, Sam
must prevent the death of his daughter
ir a sit=in while convin

L i

g his Fus-

band that their marriage can survive
thse 0w th -:lf-i.'n.|u.'||i1:.' in Lawraliar, an
incredibly mundane instalment, the
only two highlights of which are Sam
birning & bra and Sam leaping out just
bexfore being kissed by his husband!

Sex Therapist

Sam becomes the famous sex thera-
pist Ruth Westheimer to help a young
wiman who is being sexually harassed
b her boss in D Hln'-ll another show
featuring a celebrity guest star and a
high pm:: concept, Forbunately, un-
like Lee Hirroey Osaald, Die Buth works
as a light-hiearted, comedic episode in
which the laughs come when Sam at-
tempts to run the doctor's radio show
while the real Dr Ruth {in the Waiting
Room) counsels Al on his feclings for
his five wives and current girlfrend,
lna' Also, watch out for the brief ap-
pearance by Anita Hill, who overhears
Cam's advice on sexual harassment:
Hill recently won a famous American
court case on Ene very sami hll'!_"p:ﬁ.'li

I Blovd Moon, Sam finds himseli as
an L‘:.-.n'n‘rl-. artist living just oultside
London, who iy be @ '.._|111|l:|:|._' Hi
must prevent the death of hig YOorng
wife while dealing with Al's supersti-
HOoms L an i E'II!-L'HlI_' notable for an excel-
lent ambiguous atmosphere which s
maintained ight until the appalling
and incredibly frustrating ending. Al's
first appearance and subsequent mood
[hrn'-l_q_'.l::n_:-l,n the l:,"]'l'i!'\dll.il.' i5 delightful,
thiough!

The nixt B 1,~'|'r|.=ui||.‘]|."1 wWiere broad-
cast in feature-length format in Amer-
ica. While Sam attempls to prevent the
dieath of hig host, Amold Watkins, he
comws across Alia, the evil leaper in
Feturn, In an offort to I."‘li'..'l""\-ll.' Lothos,
their equivakent of Zigey, both Zoe and

Al walches Monroe and
Gable inGeadbye Narma Jean

The Leap Between the Siafes  Sam is
captured by o future rekative
Alia plod once again to kill S5am. Sam,
however, becomes determined to take

Alia with him on his next leap...

Having simo-leaped, Sam and Alia
find themselves as inmates in &
women's prison in 1987, where they
must unmask a killer, while hiding
from Zoe, Alia’s former observer and
nowe hersell a leaper with her own
guide, Thames (a crude caricature of
Al), in Revenee. Both Returm and Ree
g prove to be surprisingly satisfiy-
ing episodes which almost j'l.-l:-ullfjl.' the
mediocrity of Deliver Us  From Eril,
while the conclusion aoF Keednge
peerin.

As chauffeur to Marilyn Monroe no
bess, Bamn must provent the stars -
cide in Coodbye Morrna Jeast, While the
episode has its strong points, such as its
depiction of Monroe as a real person
rather than a star, the cameo appear-
ances by lookalikes of such celebrities
a5 Clark Gable, and Al once again be-
coming star struck the looks like he's
going to collapse when he sees Monroe
go for a nude swim!), ultimately, like
Lee Harpey Ol it is let dowwn by its
concepl: we know Monroe did not die;
we know she made The Misfils.

As Henry Adams, a Famous velteran
of Yietnam, Sam muest 2aee the life of a
fricnd, Rov, amd @ voung boy, Daniel,
in The Benst Witkin, a moderabely satis-
fving instalment which boasts solid
character dey |._.I:-|,"'I'|'|:_":I'H. an enjovable
— if clichidd — plot and a -114.'||!?hlill|
cameo appearance by Bigfoot!

Ix =ik

Final Leaps

The Leap Betiveen the Skates proved
controversaal with fans as it breaks an-
other of the sl s molden rules, taking
Sam bevond the parameters of his own
lifetime, to 1862, during the American
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Sam nnd Al broak naw time frontiars in The Lesp Befween the Sintes

Civil War. Leaping into a descendant,
lohn Becketl, Sam must svoad
g haneed as a traitor and make sure
that :"l. diose=s nod jeopardise his anees

tor's with his future bride as

_ apilain

OMAnCe
18 W -“l"l‘i"-"""'.".f'
It vou can
bravel too any

to determine his
weept that sam can
Bimme periond via a
relative. The I.|:'|- b t Mie Siafes
makes an excellent ;'|‘~:-|'-‘|-.. b o
what reminiscent of Back To The Fug-
fure Part III, the highlighis of which
include Sam’s old-tashioned  waltz
with Olivia and a "kiss wilth history”
provided by one aof Martin Lut
King's ancestors

sam becomes Elvis Presley two davs
his big break meuasd wave A
e, from o doomed
» fhat Elvis
e become the King in Menr-
¥ Eraditional and
leap wihich concen
frates on people rather than Elvis and,

& such; 15 very reminiscent of Seasomn
Une's Carrekpzr Kad "'i-_l m sings, Al
o |'\- Fi= E'!'!;,'-'\- I1|":.\_| :-.";'._l_ll_'li'l_l:-;":igul I|_|l_._|
ure Priesicdent Bl 1.-:i|'|.l'll
VT bried cameo!

e I 15 Cluantum Leap's 95tk
-:lld*;::i\ I ". fimal cpisode. For the first
e, sam fravels phvsically through
time and hinas himselr at Al°s Place, a bar
3 ey bvaraan coal minimg o, on
Very it of hi= birth, where he
learms who has been leaping him around
e angd whv, Caven the poer o
eaps, will ‘;-.'i'z' selze the
- 15 there ane
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""l.""-'|
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before

local singer, Sue
mearriage whils

making 2
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ovable

makes o

Corvtral Jes own
':ll"'l'l npklrite's
lask wirong o Pt -'|;,:|||

d thoroupghly per-
absodutely

O 20 MO,

Bizarre, unricuse an

- LAy - . -
plexing, Mirror Imaee is an
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excellent nimabe bo a.classic series, remi-
niscent of The Prisoner’s final episode,
Fall Cheif. It presents a surprising. nobbe
and poagrant conchusion which is guar-
anteed o make vou Bhink, ard will dis-
appomt viewers looking for easy
answers and a happy ending

Final Verdict

reat deal of
critticdem froum both fans and viewers as
winch killed Cuanium
L. A In ritrospect, hovweerwer, much of
the crificasm seems unfounded,; as onoe
again Quantum Leap provided a di
VErsEe range of drama, comedy and ac-
Hon, Bakula and Stockwell were first
clazs throughout, mamtaining the high
rd of acting for which the show
is farmed angd makir W sl
|':.1:--.'-|i|"~ at the very least watchahle,
vhile such instalments oz Eillin" Tine,
Leapr Beltern the

5';': sl 20T '.llu'l' by R ;'\-l,l i | :_:.

the season

wlaide

L
= oevem b

MNodoleere fo R, Tl
Sharfes and
cide the shov's
What really let
tha: high-prafile, high-oo
the most obvious example of which is
Harpey Osu which in general

Viirror  Temaer staned .'.Iu_'\-n;-
linest instalments.
the spason down was

LR '|"'| P Wi,

not only §
but merely .|.|||_||.|I_|_|_. the show's loval
tams and Il-.':r.ly.-:'-.,l ik= concept.

With increasing talk of a resvaval,
perhaps by a series of films, the final
-'.||.||.'.=~!i:r|'| sl be is Quantum [1,~.|:|,:l
tinished, never to return? Well, asz the
show's cregbor Donald P Bellisario
I."'l'il"'ll.'l.j o, mever 15 ol O WwWord in
Quantum Leap’s vocabulary. Any-

ning can be changed. *
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