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THE OBSERVER DEAN

decongestant-woozy father seeking to reconnect with his now-
independent son. Time seems to be suspended during these
few awkward minutes between father and son, perhaps giving
rise to reviewer Emily Blunt’s remark that Dean’s appearance
is “so well done it is almost surreal.”

Dean always seems most natural when portraying a dad
(shown here with Jeremy Davies)

Initially shown at the Cannes Film Festival on May 12, 2001,
the film appeared in limited-release in New York City and Los
Angeles on May 24, 2002. Total box office over the summer
was a mere $441K, hardly enough to compensate for the $7M
budget.

DVD sales followed on September 10, 2002 and VHS on
February 4, 2003.

Trivia: In 1997, Roman Copolla served as second unit director
on 7he Rainmaker, in which Dean had a small role. (See
previous Dean Chronicles in Issue #28).

Buffalo Soldiers is a rather ambitious independent black
comedy shot in Germany from November 2000 to January
2001, directed by Gregor Jordan and adapted for the screen by
Eric Weiss. The film premiered at the Toronto Film Festival on
September 8, 2001 and was immediately picked up by Miramax
for distribution, mere days before the terrorist attacks on
NYC’s Twin Towers and the US Pentagon (September 11).
Because of the irreverent look at enlisted Army life—a black
market operation by U.S. soldiers in post-Cold War West
Germany that escalated into weapons and heroin trafficking—
the material was deemed too “unpatriotic’ and Miramax
delayed release in the United States almost two years.

During that time Miramax sought to recoup some of their
investment and released the film in various foreign markets—-
Germany, Israel, Russia, Australia, and the United Kingdom.
On January 21, 2003, the film was screened at the Sundance
Film Festival, perhaps in preparation for the limited release in
theaters on July 25 later that year. Final box office gross barely
exceeded $353K in the US, with only another $900K in
England, making it hardly unlikely that it will ever come close
to meeting its initial $15M budget.

VHS (presumably for rental) came January 13, 2004 in
standard tv ratio with no extras. Broadcast premiere in the
US was on July 15, 2004 on STARZ, followed shortly by
the widescreen DVD release on September 7, 2004. This
DVD package includes the Sundance Channel’s “Anatomy
of a Scene” presentation, offering behind-the-scenes
footage and cast comments. Dean praises director Gregor
Jordan saying, “He’s got a very good style. He’s very laid
back, very quiet and lets the actors do their thing—make
little adjustments—to make it better. At the same time, I
believe he’s in command of the set.”

Dean as General Lancaster in Buffalo Soldiers

Marla comments, “Dean’s character, General Lancaster, is
decked out in dress military uniform while attending a
party at the house of Col. Berman (played by Ed Harris) on
the Theodore Roosevelt Army Base in West Germany.
Lancaster is a man who believes, and states, that the best
fighters in the world are fighters with nothing to lose, and
he likes his alcohol drinks.”

The Quickie is another offbeat independent that Dean
may have worked on between 2000 and early 2001.
Filmed in and around Los Angeles and Malibu, and
written and directed by Sergei Bodrov, it might better have
been called “The Russian Godfather.” Dean plays
Michael, who serves as the narrator at the beginning and
end, as well as making appearances from time to time
during the action.

Dean
appears as
Michael,
who might
not be
what the
viewer
expects

Originally screened in France on July 25, 2001, it was
shown at the Toronto Film Festival on September 12, 2001
(the same year as Buffalo Soldiers), followed by
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screenings at the Moscow International Film Festival and the
Warsaw Film Festival, as well as in Italy. VHS/DVD released
in North America came on December 16, 2003.

Inferno, with a production date of 2001, has Dean portraying
Mayor Bill Klinger, a man unwilling to force an evacuation
when mysterious forest fires threaten the town of Lock
Lamond. The film is directed by Dusty Nelson, and according
to one on-line reviewer, has a plot that follows the standard
disaster flick formula.

Release dates cited include a video premiere in Norway on
February 27, 2002, and television premieres in Argentina (July
15) and Spain (July 27) later that year. VHS and DVD were
released here in the US on December 16, 2003.

In March 2002, Margaret first reported that Dean was
scheduled to begin working on an independent film called
Dead by Friday. She provides plenty of information about the
Brothers/Rockjar Production. Written and directed by Rick
Lamonte, several well-known actors were attached, including
Daniel Baldwin, Scott Baio (Face 1o Face above), Abe Vigoda
and Zelda Rubenstein. With shooting scheduled to start mid-
March it seems quite unusual that this project has never been
heard from again, with or without Dean.

First Monday, Don Bellisario’s television series based on the
Supreme Court, was a short-lived mid-season replacement on
CBS during the spring of 2002, and offered Dean a recurring
role as Senator Edward Sheffield. The role was first examined,
including an account by Harriet Margulies of her reunion with
Dean, in Issue # 25 of The Observer.

Dean as Senator Edward Sheffield

Specific episodes in which Dean appeared are “Family A ffairs”
on February 8, “Right to Die” on March 8, and “Showdown”
on April 22. Although the series was not picked up for the fall
season, we hadn’t heard the last of Edward Sheffield.

During that same period Dean and Scott made an on-screen
reunion in the first season Enterprise episode “Detained,”
which aired April 24, 2002. Donna Dickenson covered the
episode and Dean’s role as Colonel Grat in Issue #26.

In  addition, Startrek.com
provides an extensive synopsis
of the episode at their website.

“Detained” is included in the
release of the first complete
season of Enterprise on DVD
scheduled for May 3, 2005 in
both North America (Region 1)
and Europe (Region 2).

photo for Paramount /Startrek.com

In May 2002 Dean also filmed a guest-starring role as Dr.
Kieran in Sci-Fi Channel’s new acquisition from
Showtime, Stargate SG-1. “Shadow Play,” the seventh
episode of the 6 season aired on Saturday, July 26, 2002
at 9pm EDT. A TV Guide Close-up for the evening states,
“Dean Stockwell’s endearing turn as a troubled alien
scientist enhances a bittersweet episode...” Dr. Kieran
leads a delegation seeking military technology necessary
for a global arms race, but in reality his personal agenda is
just the opposite.

Dean as Dr. Kieran in Stargate SG-1

This episode is included in the Stargate SG-1 season 6
DVD set, now available in widescreen format, including
audio commentary for each episode (although presumably
not by Dean himself.)

The weekend of August 17-18,
2002 marked Cadillac’s
Centennial Celebration at
Pebble Beach in California.
Dean was among the attendees
at the event, and he may have
even managed to play a little
golf.

photo by Arun Nevader

Dean’s recurring role as Senator Sheffield was taken to the
next level in Bellisario’s eighth season opener of J4G on
Sept 24, 2002. Now serving as Secretary of the Navy,
Sheffield’s character has been detailed in Marla’s “JAG
Journal” in Issues #27 and #30. Marla’s “JAG Joumal”
will return in our next issue, covering Dean’s third season.
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